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Why NAR?
This question can be interpreted in two ways: why was 
this publication created and why was it named NAR? 

Assembling a publication of student writing1 was 
the idea of Dean Vafa Kazdal, who encouraged the 
Write Space staff to produce such an anthology in 
order to highlight some of our students’ best work 
and emphasize the place of writing in the learning 
process.  The latter is fundamental.  Indeed, it is 
difficult to overstate the connection between 
writing and learning. Though many think of 
writing as the process of recording what one 
already knows, nothing could be further from the 
truth. In reality, writing is a process of self-
discovery. As British novelist E.M. Forster said, 
“How do I know what I think until I see what I 
say?” The best writing is thus the product of an 
organic process--- thinking made concrete as it is 
occurring. We hope that the works published here 
reflect that concept. 

In the end, NAR comprises more than academic 
writing.2 Imaginative writing is included because 
we know that a number of our students write for 
their own pleasure. Most compose in their native 
languages of Azerbaijani or Russian and it seems 
appropriate to publish in the original in order to 
fully capture the sound and imagery intended by 
the writer. In addition, we want to acknowledge the 
importance of these two languages in the history, 
culture and educational fabric of the nation.  Finally, 
there is a section on the visual arts to demonstrate 
the breadth of talent in our student body.

Early on it was agreed that NAR would be a digital 
publication, in keeping with ADA’s focus on 
sustainability and environmental integrity. We chose 
to make it multi-media in order to take full 
advantage of the opportunities provided by this 
medium. We feel that listening to authors talk about 
their work and especially, to hear poets reciting their 
poems, deepens the reader’s appreciation of the 
writer’s craft.

Readers should also note that NAR is a student 
publication in every sense. Not only are the 
published works written by students, but the 
publication was designed and composed by 
students---in this case, Write Space writing 
consultants, Begli Annamyradov, James Balzano, 
Tereza Kotaskova and Mateusz Wysocki. Mateusz, 
whose creative vision and design expertise shaped 
the entire issue, deserves special commendation. 

We also wish to thank Dr. Pinar Bedirhanoglu, Ms. 
Janice Ottey and Ms. Ulker Ibrahimova for 
contributing student work. We anticipate including 
writing from more subject areas in future editions.

Finally, to the second question, “Why is this 
publication named NAR?”  There were two reasons 
for this choice. First, nar is the Azerbaijani word for 
the most iconic of Azerbaijani fruits. In addition, 
the image of this fruit, filled with numerous jewels 
of great promise, seemed fitting for this publication 
and for ADA in general. 

We hope you will enjoy this first issue of NAR. We 
look forward to publishing our second edition in 
Fall 2013.

- Cheryl Pavlik

NAR Executive Editor
Write Space Coordinator

1 The works in English were all originally written to 
satisfy course requirements. As with all published 
works, they have been lightly edited by Write Space 
staff, who were careful to preserve authorial voice 
and intention.

2 I use the term imaginative writing rather than 
creative writing because informative academic 
writing is also a creative endeavor.
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Tomás Gerbasio

State-formation and Nation-Building in 
Azerbaijan: The Central Role of 
National Identity Discourses

Tomás Gerbasio is a final year MA student of 
Diplomacy and International Affairs. He 
wrote his paper for the Research Seminar in 
International Security, taught by Dr. Pinar 
Bedirhanoglu.

Nation-building, using the power of the 
state to create a national identity, is an 
important issue in applied international 
relations theory.  Arbitrary borders drawn 
across varying ethnic and linguistic 
backgrounds posit a challenge for 
statesmen to unite diverse groups before 
they become divergent.  In his paper, 
Tomás Gerbasio addresses the theory and 
how the government has put it into 
practice in creating a national identity for 
post-Soviet Azerbaijan.  

➡ For the full essay, please click here
➡ For the video interview, please click here

Farid Osmanov

The Potential of Azerbaijan to ensure 
the energy security of Bulgaria, Bosnia 
and Herzegovina, Serbia and Slovakia

Farid Osmanov is a final year MA student of 
Diplomacy and International Affairs. He 
wrote his paper for the Threats and Security 
in the Caspian Basin Region course.

Energy security, the availability and 
acquisition of scarce energy sources to 
ensure domestic energy consumption, 
presents practical challenges to statesmen 
and commercial enterprises in our ever 
more globalized and industrialized 
world. Farid Osmanov uses Azerbaijani 
export projections to analyze the 
commercial viability of Azerbaijani as a 
practical substitute for southeastern 
European nations that currently are fully 
dependent on Russian gas imports.

➡For the full essay, please click here
➡ For the video interview, please click here

Samir Sultansoy

Putin’s attitude toward the 
independence of western-leaning CIS 
countries

Samir Sultanov is a first year MA student of 
Diplomacy and International Affairs. He 
wrote his paper for the Advanced Writing 
Skills, taught by Ms. Cheryl Pavlik.

Samir became interested in this topic 
because Russia is a strategic partner for 
Azerbaijan and the foreign policy of 
Russia has direct effect on the nation.  
This paper explores Russia’s foreign 
policy regarding the western-leaning CIS 
countries; in particular, he analyzes how 
Putin’s Russia deals with independence 
and internal affairs of the CIS countries 
that pursue a policy of Euro-Atlantic 
integration. He also examines how Russia 
manipulates western-leaning CIS 
countries by resorting to coercive 
diplomacy and the implications for 
Azerbaijan. 

➡ For the full essay, please click here
➡ For the video interview, please click here

Graduate articles 
“The objective has been to create a nation where the citizens identify themselves 
with the whole territory of Azerbaijan, and not just with their home regions.”

— Tomás Gerbasio

http://adawritingcenter.files.wordpress.com/2013/04/tomas-gerbasio-nar1-pdf.pdf
http://adawritingcenter.files.wordpress.com/2013/04/tomas-gerbasio-nar1-pdf.pdf
http://youtu.be/ncUx0wQSuno
http://youtu.be/ncUx0wQSuno
http://adawritingcenter.files.wordpress.com/2013/04/farid-osmanov-nar1-pdf.pdf
http://adawritingcenter.files.wordpress.com/2013/04/farid-osmanov-nar1-pdf.pdf
http://youtu.be/OR7xb4ADuS8
http://youtu.be/OR7xb4ADuS8
http://adawritingcenter.files.wordpress.com/2013/04/samir-sultansoy-nar1-pdf.pdf
http://adawritingcenter.files.wordpress.com/2013/04/samir-sultansoy-nar1-pdf.pdf
http://youtu.be/T-o1WbxcfYY
http://youtu.be/T-o1WbxcfYY
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Fakhri Khanlarzade
Education is a Commodity

Fakhri Khanlarzade is a first year BA 
student of International Relations. He 
wrote his paper for the Writing and 
Information Literacy course taught by
Ms. Cheryl Pavlik.

In this essay, Fakhri argues that education is a commodity, just 
like clothes and furniture. This seller-customer relationship 
makes many academics and university administrators 
uncomfortable. Indeed, some would argue that it does not exist. 
However, Fakhri explains that this thinking of students as 
consumers has benefits for the quality of the education they 
receive.

➡ For the full text of the essay, please click here

Rugiya Gahramanli
Home Calls – No “Global” ization

Rugiya Gahramanli is a first year BA 
student of International Relations. She 
wrote her paper for the Writing and 
Information Literacy course taught by
Ms. Janice Ottey.

In this era of increasing globalization, some people wonder if it is 
possible that we will one day have a global identity, thus, 
considering ourselves “Earthlings” rather than Belgian, Chilean, 
Indonesian or Azerbaijani. Rugiya doesn’t think so. She argues 
not only that nations would never give up their individuality 
voluntarily but also that it would be extremely difficult for the 
world to unite in this way.

➡ For the full essay, please click here

Undergraduate essays

Effects of Technology on Our Lives

Technology makes our lives easier in many ways. It saves us time; it makes us 
more effective and better informed. However, technological progress has its 
negative aspects as well. Overdependence on electronic devices, less personal 
contact and less privacy are only some examples. In their essays students Leyla 
Huseynzade (BA 2017) and Gunay Badalova (BA 2017) analyze the impact of 
technology on modern life.. Giving both positive and negative examples, they try 
to determine if we are paying too high a price for the benefits we receive from 
technology.

➡ For the full text of Gunay Badalova’s the essay, please click here
➡ For the full text of Leyla Huseynzade’s essay, please click here

Gunay Badalova Leyla Huseynzade

"…in Baku, you can feel the influence of different cultures: waking up in 
pajamas made in Turkey, wearing a dress from China, using a subway 
carriage made in Russia, studying at a university in English, and having 
dinner in an Italian restaurant." 
— Rugiya Gahramanli

http://adawritingcenter.files.wordpress.com/2013/04/fakhri-nar1-pdf.pdf
http://adawritingcenter.files.wordpress.com/2013/04/fakhri-nar1-pdf.pdf
http://adawritingcenter.files.wordpress.com/2013/04/rugiya-gahramanli-nar1-pdf.pdf
http://adawritingcenter.files.wordpress.com/2013/04/rugiya-gahramanli-nar1-pdf.pdf
http://adawritingcenter.files.wordpress.com/2013/04/gunay-badalova-nar1-pdf.pdf
http://adawritingcenter.files.wordpress.com/2013/04/gunay-badalova-nar1-pdf.pdf
http://adawritingcenter.files.wordpress.com/2013/04/leyla-huseynzade-nar1-pdf.pdf
http://adawritingcenter.files.wordpress.com/2013/04/leyla-huseynzade-nar1-pdf.pdf
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Tuncay Musazade

Guy with a Camera

Tuncay Musazade is a first year MA 
student of Diplomacy and 
International Affairs.

The destiny of Azerbaijani journalist 
Chingiz Mustafayev inspired Tuncay 
Musazade to write a poem about him 
and the people of Khojaly. For 
Tuncay, poetry is a way to deal with 
her thoughts, feelings and questions. 
Both childhood memories and things 
happening around her serve as 
inspiration and verses are the best 
way for her to express herself.

In her poem Cameraman Boy, Tuncay  
imagines a conversation she has with 
Chingiz Mustafayev. As a journalist, 
he was reporting on Khojaly after the 
1992 massacre. Filming on the front 
lines of the Nagorno Karabakh war 
finally cost him his life.

Tuncay describes her poem in this 
way, “I am walking along Martyr’s 
Lane deep in my thoughts but when I 
see the grave of Chingiz Mustafayev, 
I cannot stay silent anymore. While 
looking at his face on the gravestone, 
I feel that he is worried, waiting for 
something… I start talking to him. 
What are you recording? Are you 
recording our careless young people 
or our uncaring officials? I know that 
you are unhappy, Chingiz, because 
you were a witness to genocide, 
injustice and death. We still have not 
recovered from those injuries… Even 
now, after twenty years I can hear 
your desperate voice while holding 
the body of a two year old in your 
arms and crying in front of the 
camera: “Where is the justice? God, 
look at this bloody horror! How can a 
human do such a bloody crime?!” I 
can feel the deep sadness in your 
eyes, Chingiz, I can hear your voice. 
You are calling us to be more 
courageous and responsible in order 

to regain our historical land. You 
believe in us; you are waiting for the 
good news from us… That time will 
come soon and you will again visit 
Khojaly with your camera. This time, 
you will see smiling babies; you will 
hear their happy voices. And you will 
record these happy scenes, my 
brother! That time is not far away!”

➡ For the full text of the poem in 
Azerbaijani, please click here

    

Click here to watch the video interview and 
recitation

http://adawritingcenter.files.wordpress.com/2013/04/t-musazade-nar-poetry.pdf
http://adawritingcenter.files.wordpress.com/2013/04/t-musazade-nar-poetry.pdf
http://youtu.be/LG1POdK0yQc
http://youtu.be/LG1POdK0yQc
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Murad Muradov

Murad Muradov is a second year MA student of Diplomacy and 
International Affairs. He wrote his first poem for his high school 
graduation ceremony. Inspired by the positive comments from his 
family and friends he decided to continue writing and poetry became 
a part of his life. Not only does he write his own poems, he also 
translates the poems of famous Russian poets.

On the death of Magomayev
One of the poems by Murad is dedicated to the famous Azerbaijani 
singer Muslum Maqomayev. Here, Murad tried to convey his 
admiration of Maqomayev’s genius and personality, and express a 
fear that this beauty will not be reproduced any more.

To a Friend 
This is a philosophical poem, an appeal to an unknown Friend to 
speak while the World is still existing and we are alive. I wanted to 
emphasize the fragility of the world and particularly us as humans, 
and the uniqueness of our life.

➡ For the full text of both poems, please click here
➡ For a video of Muslum Magomayev singing, please click here

Click here to watch the video interview and recitation

Elnur İmanbeyli

Elnur Imanbeyli is a first year BA student of International Studies. He is 
interested in Azerbaijani literature and poetry. He is a very active member 
of the literature Majlis, a student club focused on promoting and 
celebrating literature. Elnur is also a recent winner of the ADA Oscar for 
the most socially active person amongst BA students.

Elnur’s poem about Azerbaijani flag was inspired by the first trip abroad. 
He took a small flag with him, which played a huge role in making him feel 
connected to the 
motherland. “After 
several days, when I 

looked at this national flag, I understood that by carrying this small 
fabric, you can carry your country with you” he says. Since a lot of 
ADA students travel abroad, he believes that many of them will be 
able to relate to the poem.

➡ For the full text of The Flag, please click here Click here to watch the video interview and recitation

http://adawritingcenter.files.wordpress.com/2013/04/m-muradov-nar-poetry.pdf
http://adawritingcenter.files.wordpress.com/2013/04/m-muradov-nar-poetry.pdf
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-nRWAIVS2hc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-nRWAIVS2hc
http://youtu.be/0qghWECFTX0
http://youtu.be/0qghWECFTX0
http://adawritingcenter.files.wordpress.com/2013/04/e-imanbeyli-nar-poetry.pdf
http://adawritingcenter.files.wordpress.com/2013/04/e-imanbeyli-nar-poetry.pdf
http://youtu.be/oA6JoZD1JlA
http://youtu.be/oA6JoZD1JlA
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Sabina Taghiyeva
Sabina, first year MA student of Diplomacy and 
International Affair, talks about her life as a 
photographer.

How I got interested in photography
 
I don’t even remember when I started taking 
photos. I always remember myself with a camera in 
my hand. My family used to complain that I was 
taking more photos of others than of my own 
relatives. Once, I took photos at a wedding 
everybody loved them, even more than the photos 
of the professional photographer. The support of 
my family really inspired me. Then I started to read 
a lot and look at different photos. I wanted not only 
to take photos - everybody is doing that - but to 
know more. To be a good photographer, you should 
know about art, different styles, and photographers. 
I haven’t studied photography much formally, I only 
attended a one month course but I know I will 
continue doing this.
 
How I get inspired
 
It depends. Sometimes, I get the idea and 
sometimes, I am just walking with one or two 
friends and since I always have my camera with 
me, I never miss an opportunity to take a good 
photo. And it’s a great way to get rid of stress if you 
have deadlines, a lot of papers and reading to do 
and you just want to take a break. And then the 
pictures can be very sad or very bright. There are 
many things that influence the final outcome.

Liberté
 
This photo was my contribution to a competition organized by the French 
embassy. The topic was freedom and I was thinking about a Turkish poet 
Nazim Hikmet who said that the Caspian is the least free sea in the 
world, as it is landlocked. I decided to take two different photos – of a 
wall and of a bird – and put them together to symbolize freedom over the 
Caspian.

The Man
 
The picture is from Moscow. My 
mother and I went on a boat trip. It 
was evening and it just happened 
– the light of the sunset, the man 
standing alone wearing this 
beautiful hat. The funny thing is 
that at the end he shouted, “Hey, 
don’t forget to send me the photo.”

PHOTO 0

PHOTO 0

http://wp.me/a34L26-3L
http://wp.me/a34L26-3L
http://wp.me/a34L26-3L
http://wp.me/a34L26-3L
http://wp.me/a34L26-3M
http://wp.me/a34L26-3M
http://wp.me/a34L26-3M
http://wp.me/a34L26-3M
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Photographs from Iceri Sehir
 
The think that I like about Iceri Sehir is the people who live there. They are different from other people in Baku. Reflecting the 
long history of that part of the city, they keep many traditions and this creates a unique atmosphere.

Gala
 
Some people find this photograph beautiful but sad.

Tired

I was walking in Iceri Sehir with a friend when I saw this street with a 
bright red door. While I was trying to take a photo, an old woman 
came and started to behave really strangely. Looking like she did not 
know what she was doing there, she started to talk to a cat and finally 
sat down. At that moment, I quickly took my camera and took this 
photo before she could notice. Who knows what she would have 
done.

Waiting for a game
I took many photos of this cat from different angles but 
I like this one because it looks so dramatic. And that is 
funny because even though the cat is probably only 
waiting for a boy to come and ride a bike or play with 
her. Like the Tired photo, it is all about the people. That 
is what I like.

PHOTO 1 PHOTO 
1

PHOTO 
1

http://wp.me/a34L26-3P
http://wp.me/a34L26-3P
http://wp.me/a34L26-3P
http://wp.me/a34L26-3P
http://wp.me/a34L26-3O
http://wp.me/a34L26-3O
http://wp.me/a34L26-3O
http://wp.me/a34L26-3O
http://wp.me/a34L26-3O
http://wp.me/a34L26-3O
http://wp.me/a34L26-3N
http://wp.me/a34L26-3N
http://wp.me/a34L26-3N
http://wp.me/a34L26-3N
http://wp.me/a34L26-3N
http://wp.me/a34L26-3N
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